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argue the question pro and con. It is suffi-
cient to state the situation and give the opinion
of some experts. Attention has already been
called to the fact that practically all of us are
dominated by custom, and that this dominating
influence is strongest on the people who are
least well trained, least educated, least highly
civilized. The enlisted soldiers in the United
States army and in the English army, excellent
as they are in many particulars, are likely,
excepting in war times, when men of all classes
enlist, to be those who have not succeeded well
in other activities. Sometimes they are men
who, from recklessness or other fault of char-
acter, have got into trouble, and in consequence
have joined the army. I do not wish to attack
the character of the average private soldier.
There are many exceptions to the statement
made above, but very frequently that is the
fact. The average army officer will tell you
that his men, in very many instances, have
been accustomed from boyhood to getting their
social amusements in saloons. They have
been in the habit of sitting in such places with
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